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intermittent schooling, and his first trips to Europe.Summary and themesThis memoir tells of a precocious boy who loved the sights and sounds of
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When a cousin of his was told "don't make a scene," he suddenly realized that scenes could be made by telling a story or inventing a play. He went
oIen to the theater and fell forever under its spell. His family met William Thackeray and Charles Dickens on their American tours, and James even
remembered Thackeray mock-scolding his sister...
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